Pronunciation Guide for Singing Japanese Songs

Pronunciation of Japanese Syllables

*The Japanese language has three types of characters: Hiragana, Katakana, and Kanji. Hiragana and Katakana are phonetic symbols, each representing one syllable while
Kanji is ideogram, each stand for certain meaning. Hiragana characters are used mostly for choral scores.
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a a ka sa ta na ha ma ya ra wa n

[a] [ka] [sa] [ta] [na] | [ha] | [ma] lial [ra] [wa] [n] ,
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[i] [ki] [¢i] [te] [ni] [ci] [mi] [ri]
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[w] | [kw] [ [sw] | [sw] | [ow] | [¢w] | [mw] | [w] | [rw]
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€] [ke ] [se] [te] [ne] [he] [me] [re]
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(o) o ko so to no ho mo yo ro (w)o

[o] [ko] [so] [to] [no] | [ho] | [mo] | [ijo] [ro] [o]
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ga za da ba pa
[ga/na] [za] [da] [da] | [pal]
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gi ji ji bi pi
[9i/ni] [zi] [zi] [di] [pi]
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gu zu zu bu pu
[ow/nw] | [(d)zw] | [(d)zw] | [dw] | [pw]
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ge ze de be pe
[9e/ne] [ze] [de] [de] | [pe]
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go 20 do bo po
[go/no] [zo] [do] [do] | [po]

ky | gy | ny | hy | by | py | my | ry | ch | sh j
X | Fo |l | Ve | e | 2 | &A% | he |be | Lo U+
kya gya nya hya bya pya mya rya cha sha ja
[kja]l | [gja]l | [al | [cal | [bjal | [pjal | [mja] | [ria] | [ta] | [¢a] | [(d)za]
Xp | Xnp |1 | 'n | s Uw Zw | hr | Bw | Lw Cw
kyu gyu nyu hyu byu pyu myu ryo chu shu ju
[kKjw] | [gjw] | [pw] | [cw] | [bjw] | [pjw] |[mjw]| [fw] |[ww]| [cw] | [(d)zw]
Xy | Xr iy |0 | U U Ar | hr [bz]| Lz Uz
kyo gyo nyo hyo byo pyo myo ryo che she j€
[kjo] | [gjo]l | [no] | [g¢o] | [bjo] | [pjo] | [mjo] [ [rio] | [tce] | [ce] | [(d)ze]
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cho sho jo
[teo] | [¢o] | [(d)zo]
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[€]: voiceless alveolo-palatal fricative




® Syllable = (1 consonant) + 1 vowel = Beat = Letter

1 letter = 1 syllable = (1 consonant) + 1 vowel = 1 beat e.g. &< b (cherry)sa-ku-ra HU (love) a-i
> > ? ;!
A n 1 consonant without vowel
1 syllable (=1 note) / end of syllable Z AT B I (Hello) konnichiwa => ko — n— ni- chi- wa
> 22

® Soundless beat

”

“D"tsu vs “O little tsu

(Romanized as double consonants = hop) eg. MZ | »»Z
ka ko (past) | ka kko (parenthesis)
> 2 >

® Devoicing of vowels

“_n
S

I X suki (like) *The “su” syllable becomes voiceless “s” in speaking, but should be voiced in singing if there is a note for it.
L %9 shimasu (do/does)

T9 desu (am/is)

® Allophones = letters pronounced in two ways
A N(n/m) Z AT B X (Hello) konnichiwa
Z AE A (Good evening) kombanwa
G vs nasalG[n]
G: beginning of a word
Nasal G [n] : after another syllable; particles following aword ~ *The nasal G is disappearing in spoken language but is observed in choral singing.
e.g. Z% (sesame) vs FZ (grandchild)

goma mago

[g] [n]



® Pitch Accent # Stress *No stress needed
$HH ame (rain) — High / Low
¥ ame (candy/lollipop) — Low/ High
1% LU hashi (chopsticks) — High / Low
1% L hashi (bridge) — Low/High



